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by Robert B. Ives 
e are a different church in 1982 
from what we were 44 years ago when 
Conference met in the new barn on 
Christian Sider's farm at Wainfleet, 
Ontario. It was at that conference that 
E. J. Swalm delivered the first confer-
ence sermon. We meet in different sur-
roundings. We're a larger body. We 
dress differently. We sing from a differ-
ent hymn book; but we are still Brethren 
in Christ. 
There are, of course, ways in which 
we are the same. Some members of that 
conference are present at this one. I 
myself was alive then, but I wouldn't 
have been a very helpful delegate to 
Conference in 1938. So though we have 
gone in new directions, we are still 
Brethren in Christ. In what does our 
Brethren-in-Christness lie? 
It lies in part in a debt to our heritage, 
to what we were in 1938 measured in 
people, measured by what we regarded 
as central to the gospel and central to the 
Christian life. It lies in this, that Jesus 
This article is the advance text of the 1982 
General Conference sermon, delivered July 4 
by Dr. Robert B. Ives, senior pastor of the 
Brethren in Christ congregation at Gran-
tham, Pa. 
Christ, God's Son, is Lord of our very 
lives. 
If we were in Philadelphia, we would 
be able to see the statue of William 
Penn, the top of whose hat is 685 feet 
above the city streets. It is the tallest 
building in Philadelphia. In fact, there is 
a city ordinance which prevents any 
building being taller. 
So, if you stand in the Italian neigh-
borhoods of South Philly, home of 
Rocky Balboa, you can see William 
Penn. Or, if you stand in East Philadel-
phia, along the river in Society Hill, you 
can see Billy Penn. If you stand in North 
Philadelphia in the black area, you can 
also see William Penn. And if you stand 
in West Philadelphia, around the uni-
versity complex of Penn and Drexel, 
you can see, atop City Hall, William 
Penn. 
It is a circumstance like that which 
defines our Brethren-in-Christness. 
Whatever period of time you had lived 
in and whether your home country was 
Zimbabwe, Canada, the United States, 
Japan or Nicaragua, you see Jesus 
Christ, the rock from which we were 
hewn, our Lord. 
When we look at Jesus Christ, what 
do we see? 
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5 The standard for your thinking 
comes from Christ Jesus: 
6 From the first he was in his very 
nature, God. 
He didn't even consider holding 
onto for all it was worth this 
equality with God, 
7 but made himself nothing 
by taking the very nature of a 
slave, 
by bearing the human likeness. 
8 Finding himself in a quite human 
situation, 
he accepted this lowly way; 
obediently he accepted even 
death, 
death on a cross. 
9 Therefore, God gave him every-
thing, 
including the name beyond all 
names; 
10 that, on hearing Jesus' name, 
everyone—in heaven, on earth, 
under the earth—should kneel, 
11 and everyone... should confess, 
Jesus Christ is Lord. 
Glory be to God the Father! 
Phil. 2:5-11 
June, 1982 
Robert B. Ives 
We see a man, a man who accepted a 
lowly way—our human situation—which 
would be something like one of us 
changing places with an untouchable in 
Calcutta. We see a man who became a 
man so that we could know him only as 
a human and he alone knew himself as 
God. He accepted a position in which he 
could not be known in the world as God. 
When we look at Jesus Christ, we see 
a standard for our thinking about peo-
ple and about life. Philippians 2 is a call 
for a Christian way of viewing the 
world. The difficulty has always been— 
it was in Paul's day, it is in ours—sorting 
through the various possibilities and 
thinking like a Christian. Of course, that 
assumes that we have some standard for 
deciding what is Christian and what is 
not. 
Here in Philippians 2 Paul says we 
have such a standard: "The standard for 
your thinking comes from Christ Jesus." 
You know how children are, they're 
always thinking about what they want 
to be when they grow up. We have a 
13-year-old son, Jeffrey, who most re-
cently has said he wants to be an echo-
cardiologist. But a couple of months ago 
we were sitting casually in our living 
room and Jeffrey said, "Do you know 
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what I want to be when I grow up?" 
"No, what, Jeff?' 
"A drunkard." 
What shocking news for a parent, 
especially coming out of the blue as it 
did. What have we done? we began to 
ask ourselves. 
"Yes," he went on, "and also a glut-
ton. A great glutton." 
And we think, What's going on here? 
Where have we gone wrong with him? 
"And," he goes inexorably on, as if 
visualizing the whole thing in his head, 
"a friend of tax collectors and sinners." 
Hey, wait a minute, we think. I've 
heard that before. Friend of tax collec-
tors and sinners. People said that about 
Jesus. They said all those things about 
Jesus. Jesus, a model we hold up for our 
children: drunkard, glutton, friend of 
tax collectors and sinners. What can 
Paul mean when he says, "the standard 
for your thinking comes from Christ 
Jesus"? 
He means at least three things, as we 
can see by reading these verses. 
1 
esus was willing to be a human 
being. We don't think anything's so dif-
ficult about that, but it's important to 
remember that Jesus had a choice. For 
him it was similar to us deciding whether 
to go to Calcutta where Mother Theresa 
is, to trade places with an untouchable. 
Jesus made himself not different from 
God's other creatures and no longer 
only like God. People who are his peo-
ple are to walk a similar road. 
There is the story told of Haakon VII 
(Ha'kon), the King of Norway until 
1957, that he used to walk the streets of 
Oslo in ordinary clothes to get next to 
people and see what they were con-
cerned about. Jesus was like that. Ac-
cording to vs. 7 he made himself nothing. 
The reason is given in vs. 6—sheer unself-
ishness, the hardest trait of all to copy. 
John tells us that when Jesus came, 
people weren't saying, as some did of the 
king of Norway, "Hey, aren't you the 
king?" The world didn't recognize him. 
next page, please 
3 
Jesus is Jjord... 
from page 3 
His own people didn't receive him. They 
called him a drunkard, a glutton, a 
friend of tax collectors and sinners. But 
some did recognize him. They called 
him Lord! 
I've pondered on the life of prominent 
people. They have advance men set up 
meetings with people. Everything is a 
media event. We used to live around the 
corner from the sister of one of the may-
oral candidates in Philadelphia. She 
invited us for coffee about 8:00 one 
evening to meet her brother. At 8:30 the 
guy's advance man shows up, apologizes 
that the candidate is late, phones him, 
and 15 minutes later he shows up, 
accompanied by a driver. He rushes in, 
speaks briefly, answers a few questions, 
shakes hands and leaves. Imagine, his 
own sister! 
By contrast, before the second and 
successful battle for Ai when Joshua, 
leader of the Israelite army, had on his 
mind the strategy of war for the next 
day, Joshua 8:9 tells us a beautiful thing 
about Joshua, "but Joshua spent that 
night with the people." 
The danger for all pastors and church 
administrators is that we can easily hide 
out behind desks, a local version of 475 
Riverside Drive, and not spend time 
with people. In the brotherhood there 
have been a steady stream of people who 
have spent months travelling and stay-
ing in the homes of hundreds of church 
families, for the cause of the college, for 
the cause of world mission, for the cause 
of Jesus Christ: men like S. R. Smith, 
C. N. Hostetter, Jr., Asa Climenhaga, 
Henry Ginder. 
Jesus Christ is the model for this. He 
took the very nature of a slave (vs. 7). He 
bore other people's burdens and submit-
ted to other people's needs. We tend to 
be afraid people will walk all over us. 
We want to have rights. There is a cer-
tain uneasiness to being a slave, but 
Jesus Christ is Lord for us in exactly this 
area. 
<7 
here is a second thing Paul means 
by suggesting the standard for our think-
ing comes from Jesus Christ. Jesus was 
willing to accept all the weakness of a 
human being. That is, he stuck it out. 
You might think of the words of He-
brews 5, "He learned obedience through 
what he suffered." Or you might reflect 
on Paul's words in vs. 8 here, "he 
accepted this lowly way." 
Dylan Thomas has a haunting line in 
one of his poems about rejecting inevi-
table fate, "he sang in his chains like the 
sea." But there was no such complaint 
with Jesus. 
I read a book by Mable Williamson 
when I was in college. She had been a 
missionary in China with the old China 
Inland Mission. Her book was entitled, 
"Have We No Right?" In that book she 
described some of the privations she and 
other missionaries were going through. 
"Have we no right to a good standard of 
living?" she cried. In the book she told 
how she would visit people and be 
served unwashed food, the sort one got 
stomach pains from eating, but you 
couldn't offend your host by not eating. 
"Have we no right to protect our 
health?" she moaned. 
Her conclusion was, Jesus gave up his 
rights to serve people. And his people 
need to do that, too. But if the line forms 
to the right, how many people would be 
in the queue? 
I think from our comfortable ways it 
is time we meditate on the strange ways 
of Jesus in vs. 8, for this is the rule which 
is to operate in the church. If Jesus 
accepted the lowly way, why are we 
above that? 
There are, as I see it, five different 
areas in the life of our church where we 
need Christ's thinking to find our way 
through. There is no magic potion we 
can take to resolve these difficulties. I 
think they will not go away. 
1. The theological difficulty. We not 
only live in a pluralistic age, but we carry 
all these choices into our church life. 
Over a wide range of theological issues 
there is not so much disagreement a-
There are five different areas in the life of our church 
where we need Christ's thinking to find our way—(1) the 
theological difficulty, (2) the organizational difficulty, 
(3) the cultural difficulty, (4) the single-issue difficulty, 
and (5) the nostalgia difficulty. 
mong us as variety: about the second 
definite work of grace, the acceptance of 
infant baptism, the peace position, our 
hermeneutic. 
In the past we have resolved differen-
ces by a principle we might call "theolog-
ical back-door-ism." We let an idea 
work among people for a time until 
enough people are convinced it's a good 
thing and then we alter our official posi-
tion to bring it into line with where most 
people are. Now that procedure pre-
vents heresy hunts and legalism; but in a 
pluralistic age, where so many opinions 
are around, we probably need to tackle 
issues more directly. Then we shall 
depend upon the mindset of Jesus, 
accepting the lowly way, of listening to 
others, to see us through. 
2. The organizational difficulty. We 
have been going through a self-examina-
tion under the title, "Renewal. . .2000!" 
Originally it called for creating a new 
conference, establishing a unified budget, 
forming certain new staff positions, and 
creating new administrative structures. 
This proposed organizational change 
comes from a real pastoral concern and 
the recognition that obsolete structures 
and outmoded attitudes create prob-
lems. On the other side is the fact that 
efficiency is not the only basis for change. 
The concern I have heard voiced in 
regional conferences is for responsive-
ness. Let's hear this call for us to be like 
Joshua who stays among the people. 
3. The cultural difficulty. The most 
noticeable cultural mark we have borne 
were the various dress codes of the past 
and before that, the German language 
we spoke and the tightly knit farm 
communities we were part of. How 
open-hearted people have remained 
through all the changes of the last 50 
years! If the next generation is so open-
hearted, we will come through well. At 
the same time, we must recognize that 
the culture we have become more open 
to, at least in America and Canada, is far 
less Christian and far more hostile to the 
gospel than it used to be. 
4. The single-issue difficulty. This is 
part of our society as a whole. Congress 
is besieged by single-issue lobbyists con-
cerned about abortion, women's rights, 
used-car regulations, save the whales. (I 
remember seeing a picture of a whale 
with an "I Found It" sticker pasted on 
its belly. The picture was entitled, 
"Saved whale.") What single-issue pro-
ponents say is "deal with this problem 
and everything else will come out 
alright." 
With single-issue people it's hard to 
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have unity. There is an interrelation of 
all things, but a person whose life centers 
around a single issue loses perspective 
on all the rest. 
Let me give two brief examples. A-
bout twice a year we get a petition from 
someone stating, "Madelyn Murray 
O'Hare is at it again. She," the petition 
continues, "is trying again to prevent 
Christian programming from being 
broadcast over the air waves." The last 
time we got a copy of this petition, ask-
ing us to endorse and disseminate it in 
the church, I called the Federal Com-
munications Office in Washington. 
"Yes," the lady said, "we've gotten mil-
lions of those forms. We use them for 
landfill now. The petition from Ms. 
O'Hare was denied in 1975 and has not 
been resubmitted, but groups keep send-
ing in letters." 
The second example concerns a fam-
ily who have been worshipping at the 
Grantham Church for a year. They 
came to us from another evangelical 
church in the neighborhood, a church 
with a high view of salvation, a church 
that gives an invitation every week and 
has a sermon leading up to that every 
week. "Yes," the man said to me, "We're 
Jesus gave up his rights to serve 
people and his people need to do 
that, too. But if the line forms to the 
right, how many people will be in 
the queue? 
so glad to be part of a church now that 
gives us a chance to grow in other 
areas." 
Ah, it's easy to be one-issue people. 
5. Lastly, there is the nostalgia diffi-
culty, where people feel the church is no 
longer what it used to be. This is more a 
mood than a program and an under-
standable mood. We see it all the time 
on the hymnal committee. When God 
has blessed someone in the past through 
the King James Version or a certain 
gospel song or a certain preacher, it is 
hard to understand when other people 
aren't blessed by the same means. Clear-
ly there is good in the past. To learn 
from the past is to learn from a piety and 
a commitment that was praiseworthy. 
But the point is that it is not the same 
form piety and commitment take today. 
It is like our home. Depending upon 
who gets home first, I or my three teen-
agers, our stereo system has W1TF, a 
classical station on, or QV93 rock. The 
mood is different. 
What was the mood like when Jesus 
came to Galilee during a time in history 
when they didn't even have air-condi-
tioning, television, or computers? It was 
a time when many people looked to the 
glories of the past and so almost missed 
the new thing Jesus was doing. 
How do we deal with these difficult 
areas in which we in the Brethren in 
Christ Church share the fragmentation 
of the world? Through God's word, 
which gives us insight into our contem-
porary situation. It is in God's word that 
we meet the obedient Jesus. It is in see-
ing what Jesus is like that we see what 
God wants us to be like. 
What does it mean to give up prerog-
atives, self-rights, pretentions to power? 
We resist people taking such things 
away from us. Why would anyone want 
to give up what they have? 
One of the wealthiest people I have 
known personally wasn't obviously 
wealthy. Oh, he lived on the waterfront 
in Marblehead, Massachusetts, but he 
next page, please 
A Sending Church 
by LeRoy B. Walters 
Messiah Village Church is more than 
a congregation receiving new members 
and caring for them until they go to 
heaven. It is a sending church! 
At the close of the service on Easter 
Sunday evening an impressive event 
took place in the chapel. Rev. William 
Hoke, a cottage resident, was joined by 
his wife, Mary, at the altar for a cere-
mony of dedication. Bill was the speaker 
for our Holy Week services. Several 
long-time friends of the Hokes partici-
pated in the special event. 
Bill and Mary have accepted a call to 
pastor the Trans World Radio staff in 
Bonaire for a term of six months. By the 
time this page is read they will be at their 
post of duty. Their names will also be 
added to the prayer list used by more 
than seventy residents. 
But then, they are not the only resi-
dents being sent. Every week there are 
residents who go out to preach; to teach 
Sunday school lessons; to visit the jails; 
to minister to the sick at the Village, in 
homes and hospitals; to speak in mis-
sionary services; to work at the mission 
office; and on other missions too numer-
ous to recall. 
There is the call to interim pastoral 
service, the opportunity for evangelistic 
services and the privilege to present the 
Gospel in song by several music groups. 
All of these open doors make us feel that 
we are "a sending church." For those 
who may not be able to go, we have 
adopted the method of the Church in 
Acts 13. "When they had fasted and 
prayed, they sent them away." Many 
residents send by their prayer support. 
Although we are a church in the con-
text of a retirement community, our 
concept of retirement should be reviewed 
and perhaps revised. Retirement is not 
the termination of all activity and Chris-
tian service. It is rather a change of pace. 
It is adjusting our range of service to the 
level of our strength and ability. Geron-
tologists are strongly advocating that 
older people continue to function in 
their life's calling but at a slower pace as 
age advances. 
Many of our residents have been 
active in the Lord's work all their lives in 
the home church or in missions. It is 
important that we urge them to continue 
to serve as long as they possibly can. 
These methods are all used by God in 
the local church. We also send with our 
finances. In this year's church budget 
more than 75% of our offerings goes to 
missions and benevolences, Christian 
Education, extension, and of course, 
Messiah Village. This is possible since 
our operating expenses are quite low. 
Our people have been taught to give; 
and they enjoy having a small part in 
supporting those who go with the Good 
News. 
Although we are grateful for all the 
gifts of money, volunteer services and 
other expressions of love we receive at 
the Village, we "remember the words of 
the Lord Jesus, how He said, It is more 
blessed to give than to receive." And so, 
as God permits, we shall continue to be a 
sending church! • 
LeRoy Walters is the chaplain at Messiah 
Village, Mechanicsburg, Pa. 
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drove around in an old Ford (why waste 
money on a new car, he would say) and 
he wore the same clothes regularly. But 
he had a great heart for students and 
scores of Boston area students became 
Christians through his ministry. 
Or Old John who used to come to 
Park Street Church. Every Sunday after 
church we used to have coffee hour for 
students. Now Park Street Church was 
in the heart of downtown Boston. Lots 
of strange people would come by the 
church asking for handouts. One Sun-
day one of this kind of men came to the 
students' coffee time: Salvation Army 
suit, frayed cuffs, 1920's tie, soiled shirt. 
He took two doughnuts and a cup of 
coffee and stood in a corner eating. 
That happened for several weeks and 
I had decided 1 was going to say to him, 
"Now listen here, this coffee and dough-
nuts are for the students." But the Sun-
day I was going to approach him, I 
checked with Dr. Ockenga before we 
went up to the worship service and he 
said (it blew me away), "Ah, yes, Old 
John, he gives $10,000 a year to our 
missions program." 
Here was a man who lived on next to 
nothing so he could give more to mis-
sions. I think he knew about how Jesus 
humbled himself. 
T 
he third thing that Paul means by 
suggesting that the standard for our 




This is the General Conference 
issue of the Evangelical Visitor. I 
wish to express appreciation, in be-
half of the Board of Directors and 
myself, for the space provided in the 
Visitor for announcements and pro-
motion of the General Conference of 
1982. 
I also want to thank the many 
people who have taken time to care-
fully fill in the pre-registration forms 
What, we ask, with our eyes on the 
cross, do the Brethren in Christ 
churches need? And the answer 
comes back—we need more park-
ing spaces! 
Jesus was humble enough to die. What 
an example of humility in the highest! 
The cross is not the nadir of Jesus' life. 
The cross was not a fate that overtook 
Jesus. The cross was another way to see 
the majesty of Jesus. Part of what it 
means for Jesus to be what he was is 
seen in the cross. Look at the cross and 
shudder. The cross is not the normal 
idea of kingly majesty. It is not the scene 
in which we want to put someone who in 
his very nature was God, yet the cross is 
a part of Jesus' divinity. Jesus is the king 
of the cross. 
What, we ask with our eyes on the 
cross, do the Brethren in Christ churches 
need? And the answer comes back—we 
need more parking spaces! Yes, I sup-
pose we do, and we also need to put into 
our minds the thinking of Jesus who 
faced death on a cross. 
Of course the account of Jesus doesn't 
end with his lowliness and death. There 
is in vs. 9 the grand word, Therefore! 
Therefore, because Jesus made himself 
nothing (vs. 7), God gave him every-
thing (vs. 9). 
In a way it's a shame to spoil the first 
three verses. It's hard enough to get 
people to think lowly. And just as we get 
there, we read a sentence like vs. 9, 
"Therefore God gave him everything." It 
for the Conference. These have all 
been filed and should be helpful in 
the smooth operation of Conference 
registration. 
A final request: While things are 
fresh on your mind, take a bit of time 
to comment, in writing when possi-
ble, on ways to improve the registra-
tion process. Also feel free to talk to 
me in person. And then, during or 
following Conference, share with me 
your thoughts on how the entertain-
ment of General Conference could be 
improved. 
May God's best blessings be yours 
always. 
. . . Paul Hostetler 
wrenches our motives terribly. If we are 
humble and self-denying like Jesus, we 
will win it all, just like he did. Or so we 
imagine to ourselves. 
The lesson was taught by Jesus to his 
disciples in Matthew 25, in one of those 
Sunday school classes he held for them: 
"You have been faithful with a few 
things, I will put you in charge of many 
things." 
The catch is that we are not so faithful 
with little things if it goes on for too 
long. For instance, we have lots of peo-
ple who'll agree to be nominees for the 
church board at council time. It's a lot 
harder to find a person to be in charge of 
children's church and the hospitality 
committee. Just think of Jesus, feeding 
the 5,000. He was the head of the hospi-
tality committee. And think of Jesus 
inviting the children to come to him. He 
was ready to take charge of children's 
church. You never read of his being on a 
church board, though, do you? 
Jesus was a man exposed to all the 
ambiguity, the hard choices, the dark-
ness of human existence that we are; but' 
he rose above it and therefore God gave 
him everything. As, in him, God will 
give us everything. 
But, of course, it was the fact that 
Jesus was willing to be nothing that 
gained him this great name, this name 
beyond all names. What is this name 
which we shall call our Lord? Is it not 
the name of Revelation 19 by which we 
soar to proud tears in the Hallelujah 
Chorus, "King of Kings and Lord of 
Lords"? There is a title to cause kings 
and presidents to tremble. 
Or, is it not the name by which Jesus 
is known in Revelation 5, the name 
which causes all of the beings of heaven 
to weep, "the Lamb who was slain"? 
Or, may it not be the name which 
Paul says is whispered as people kneel, 
"Jesus Christ is Lord"? Everyone, says 
Paul in vs. 10, everyone, on hearing 
Jesus' name, kneels and then confesses 
Jesus Christ is Lord! Jesus Christ is 
Lord, Jesus Christ is Lord. 
How many are there who shall sing in 
unity that refrain? Oh, the thousand or 
so seated here and thousands of sera-
phim, with hundreds of archangels and 
those tens of thousands of our brothers 
and sisters in Christ. 
And will such a proud song erase the 
pluralism, resolve the differences, create 
unity among brothers and sisters? Not 
by itself, and yet, when we agree on this, 
when we confess this, we confess more 
than we know. Join the battle. Jesus 
Christ is Lord! • 
Desus 
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Oregon State Penitentiary 
e who have never been in pris-
on must begin by admitting 
how little we know of it. The 
prison is for us a world which is unknown 
and alien. If we think of it at all, it is as 
something which is regrettable but 
necessary—a necessary function of the 
state, carried out beyond our sight. We 
know the walls from the outside, and 
they remain forbidding and mute. 
But I wonder if there isn't something 
more. If we are entirely honest, isn't 
there some corner of our minds which 
says not only that the prison is alien to 
us, but that it ought to be alien? Isn't 
there some voice within us that is proud 
of the fact that we have never been 
touched by such a place? We Christians 
are good people, after all, and good 
people don't belong in prison. Few of us 
would put it quite that simply, perhaps. 
But who of us has not in fact heard the 
murmur of that voice and felt the vague 
warmth of its self-congratulations? 
That voice is so tempting because it 
simply removes the prisons from our 
consciousness, and from our conscience. 
In fact, it assures us that we are good 
precisely because we are not tainted, 
precisely because we are not involved. 
This, at any rate, is what I want to sug-
gest in this essay: that through this voice 
we may find within ourselves a clue as to 
why prisons are the way they are. 
The clue leads us back to one of the 
oldest practices, that of scapegoating. A 
community which feels itself in the 
throes of some evil force impugns that 
evil to a particular creature or person, 
who is then slain or ceremonially driven 
out of the community. The aim is that 
by this act the threatened community 
may be restored, although at the price of 
one of its members. 





by Premnath S. Dick 
It may be that scapegoating is not 
only one of the oldest social practices, 
but also one of the most deeply rooted. 
It may be that the various separations 
and barriers which society creates serve 
to continue the practice of scapegoating 
in another, more subtle form. A com-
munity confirms itself as good by driv-
ing other people out, into ghettoes. And 
when this is not enough, there is a sort of 
ghetto within the ghetto, which is the 
prison. 
In suggesting this, I am not denying 
that some form of prison is a necessity. 
But I am saying that whenever we create 
this sort of division between ourselves 
and others, we must do so with an 
uneasy conscience. For the image of the 
scapegoat is there to remind us that in 
making such a division we are playing 
with emotional dynamite. We are risk-
ing, in fact, a sort of schizophrenic 
society, with complacency on the sur-
face and great anger underneath. 
The complacency comes from the fact 
that the tempting voice within us and the 
community of "good" people around us 
both serve to soothe our conscience 
rather than disturb it. And the hidden 
rancour comes from the fact that the 
people in prison, once placed there for 
whatever just and proper reason, have 
next page, please 
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heaped upon them a burden of con-
demnation, an intensity of rejection, 
which is measured not by the specific 
offense committed but by our own fear, 
frustration and need for reassurance. 
Now I would like to reflect for a 
moment about the particular form of 
the prison. The prison as we think of it is 
more exactly the penitentiary, and it is a 
pretty recent innovation. Significantly, 
it is an innovation which was prompted 
in part by our own religious forebearers. 
Before the eighteenth century it was not 
standard practice to sentence people to 
long terms of confinement. The normal 
sentence for a serious crime was rather 
more direct, including such measures as 
flogging and mutilation. 
Thus the penitentiary, which intro-
duced confinement as the normal sen-
tence, was meant as a more humane 
alternative. Further, it was thought more 
likely to lead to rehabilitation. Indeed, 
in the minds of its religious proponents 
the penitentiary was conceived as a sort 
of compulsory retreat. Removed from 
the pressures of corrupt and corrupting 
society, the individual would be given 
time apart in which to reflect and repent. 
The commentator Garry Wills has noted 
that the early penitentiary on Cherry 
Hill in Philadelphia was "a penal mon-
astery . . . each cell complete with its 
little garden" ("The Human Sewer," 
New York Review of Books, April 3, 
1975). The penitentiary, as the name 
suggests, was to be a setting for spon-
taneous penitence. 
This new concept appeared at the 
same time as the settling of America, 
and indeed the parallels are remarkable. 
America too was to be a place apart, a 
land of deliverance from the decadent 
cities of the Old World. The American 
wilderness was to be a more natural 
environment, less crowded, less corrupt— 
a virtual garden in which a natural 
human goodness could reemerge. 
Thus would the new Eden bring forth 
a new Adam and Eve. And in those 
isolated cases where this restoration did 
not in fact take place, the same process 
would be reenacted more carefully, in 
miniature, in this new institution, the 
penitentiary. The garden enshrined in 
each cell at Cherry Hill was an Eden in 
Regional prison-related ministries... 
Prem and his wife, Janet Hykes, live in New York City. Prem is on the 
staff of East Harlem Interfaith, an interdenominational organization 
committed to binding together persons of faith to work for improvement in 
the community. This includes ministries to persons in prison and on parole. 
Another Brethren in Christ, Harry Nigh, also works directly with prison 
ministry as executive director of Man to Man Ontario (M2) and Women to 
Women Ontario (W2) headquartered in Toronto. M2/W2, an interfaith 
organization, has as its purpose "to establish a group of people from the 
Christian community who are interested in forming long-term friendships 
with prison inmates who are isolated and resourceless." This is done by 
matching Christian volunteers with inmates. 
In"Stark County, Ohio, Sonlight Ministries operates a juvenile offender 
ministry for young people who are or have been on probation. Director 
Bob Knapp offers his assistance in helping begin similar services in other 
communities. 
For more information about these regional prison-related ministries, 
contact: 
Premnath S. Dick Harry Nigh Bob Knapp, Director 
East Harlem Interfaith M2/W2 Ontario Sonlight Ministries 
2050 Second Avenue 260 High Park Avenue 703 13th St. N.W. 
New York, NY 10029 Toronto, Ontario M6P 2S6 Canton, OH 44703 
General information about prison reform and other prison ministries is 
available upon request through the Peace and Justice Education Resource 
Team of the Brethren in Christ Church, P.O. Box 27, Mount Joy, PA 
17552-0027; (717) 653-8067. 
miniature, a living symbol of the bond 
between the early penitentiary and the 
American religious dream. 
It has become too easy of late to speak 
lightly of this original dream of the peni-
tentiary, just as it has become fashiona-
ble to speak lightly of the American reli-
gious dream. My intention, on the con-
trary, is simply to observe that the two 
dreams are knit together at their origins, 
so that if we give up hope for our pris-
ons, we are virtually giving up on our-
selves as well. 
This, then, is one way in which we are 
bound to our prisons, despite the appear-
ance of separation. But there is another 
way which goes deeper still. For on the 
subject of prisons our Lord was quite 
explicit. He said that on the last day he 
will welcome those of whom he can say, 
VORP—A Criminal 
VORP (Victim-Offender Reconcilia-
tion Program) is a program designed to 
bring the victim and victimizer together 
with a trained volunteer as a third party, 
to give both a chance to talk and air their 
anger, and then give them a chance to 
work out a solution, usually in the form 
of cash or work repayment. 
While the process allows offenders a 
humane alternative to prison, it is also 
one of the few responses to crime that 
deals with the victim's feelings of anger 
and fear. And as it confronts the offender 
with the real human cost of the crime, it 
may discourage further offenses, to the 
benefit of society. 
The value of the approach in Chris-
tian terms is especially evident in the 
occasional case when victim and offend-
er become friends—concepts of reconci-
liation and healing are reality. But even 
when that does not happen, VORP is a 
small way to debrutalize a society quick 
to strike out at its criminals while ignor-
ing the needs of the victims. It is an 
excellent teaching device. Those involv-
ed in it often come to learn a great deal 
about the criminal justice system. 
The VORP concept originated in 
Ontario when Mennonites first set up 
face-to-face meetings between victims 
and offenders, and then began a system-
atic program to encourage such recon-
ciliation in lieu of prison sentences. 
In 1981 the program in Elkhart, In., 
received 200 cases, of which 69 percent 
resulted in a meeting of victim and 
offender. Ninety-nine percent of those 
ended with some kind of agreement for 
8 Evangelical Visitor 
"I was in prison and you came to see 
me." And he knew that those who did 
visit him would experience him as a 
stranger. 
What is more, our Lord embodied the 
meaning of these words in his life. His 
ministry was from first to last a ministry 
to the outcast. Consistently he strode 
across the barriers of social pride and 
separation. And finally he himself was a 
prisoner, he himself died a scapegoat— 
and he himself rose to break down all 
the walls of separation, even the walls of 
death. This is why we who live in the 
shadow of the cross must search out the 
voice of our complicity. And it is why we 
who live in the light of the resurrection 
cannot have an easy conscience about 
any of the walls which yet, for a moment, 
stand. • 
Justice Alternative 
restitution. Repayment rate on those 
agreements was good—69 percent were 
completed by the end of the year, with 
others still pending as many contracts 
last into 1982. 
According to Howard Zehr, director 
of MCC U.S. Office of Criminal Justice, 
what may make VORP different from 
other alternatives to the criminal justice 
system is that "it's inherently right. 
There's something inherently right about 
making a kid who stole a few dollars go 
back and pay his victim." Apparently, if 
victims are able to vent their fearful 
anger and if offenders are making resti-
tution, then the seed of reconciliation is 
surviving however it fits into a system 
more interested in punishment and retri-
bution. 
And having a model like VORP to 
point to does improve whatever chance 
there is of influencing for the better the 
way society thinks about and treats 
crime. Says Zehr, "If nothing else, this 
program makes people think about 
crime in new ways," especially in terms 
of relations between real, hurting peo-
ple, rather than between criminal and 
abstract state. "I don't know how many 
people have come up and said, 'That's 
the first time I've heard anybody talk 
about criminal justice with hope!' " • 
For more information on VORP, 
contact MCC U.S., 21 S. 12th St., 
Akron, PA 17501. (Adaptedfrom MCC 
News Service.) 
"I love people." With this simple yet 
profound declaration, Becky Hess ex-
plains why she has chosen to become 
involved in prison visitation. 
Pastor John Hawbaker got the ball 
rolling over a year ago by issuing a chal-
lenge to the Manor congregation to 
remember the ones in prison, as Christ 
taught. At that point, God spoke to 
Kevin Bradley, a young father in the 
congregation, and when a Sunday 
school elective was offered on prison 
ministries, Kevin was quick to join. 
Becky was also in that class. The teacher 
was John Snyder. 
The Sunday school elective accom-
plished several things. It helped raise 
congregational awareness as everyone 
participated in a Valentine's Day cookie 
bake for the 280 inmates of Lancaster 
County Prison. "Hug a Prisoner" was 
the theme John Snyder chose for this 
cookie blitz, and the congregation re-
sponded enthusiastically. Class mem-
bers learned more about community 
programs already established to minis-
ter to offenders and their needs. One of 
these programs. Volunteers in Parole, 
matches up prisoners wanting visitors 
with volunteers willing to visit. 
After one year's experience, Becky 
and Kevin have learned many valuable 
lessons. They have experienced the 
anger and disillusionment that go along 
with being set up, manipulated, used. 
But they both consider this ministry a 
service, a serious commitment to people 
whose lives have been so empty and 
meaningless that they have learned to 
(in Becky's words) "rebound in any 
situation, taking anything they can get 
in life." 
Kevin and Becky have learned to 








by Verna Schwartz 
without thanks, to accept disappoint-
ment, to give and give again. "This is not 
a ministry for people trying to fulfill 
themselves. It requires one to give 
deeply," Becky stresses. Kevin agrees, 
adding that one must learn to be vulner-
able and open, if any degree of success is 
to be achieved. 
Sharing the Gospel of Christ with 
offenders is one of the objectives of this 
prison ministry, but these volunteers 
have learned that they cannot begin with 
direct confrontation. They must first 
listen and feel with the prisoner. Only 
after they are trusted can such volun-
teers bring the prisoner a word of hope 
about finding freedom in Christ himself. 
A Prison Ministries Committee at 
Manor is expanding to include another 
member. Jim Enders, a law enforcement 
officer in the city of Lancaster, will pro-
vide a new dimension to the committee 
as they struggle with legal implications 
of w o r k i n g with p r i sone r s . To-
gether this committee will seek to keep 
the larger congregation informed of 
their work and to coordinate any con-
gregational efforts in prison ministry. 
They will provide guidance to people 
like Doug Funk who has just been 
assigned to a young prisoner in Lancas-
ter County Prison on charges of theft. 
When asked by a prisoner, "Why are 
you here?" Becky is quick to tell him that 
he is more than just a number to her. 
She cares about him because he is a 
person. Kevin speaks with conviction 
when he gives his reason for such in-
volvement: "I feel that prison ministry is 
one way I can serve my Lord." • 
Verna Schwartz is involved in the musical, 
teaching and missions ministries of the 
Manor Brethren in Christ Church. 
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Upland Manor celebrates 
10th anniversary July 18 
A 10th Anniversary celebration for 
Upland Manor is being planned for 
Sunday afternoon, July 18, 1982. On 
July 16,1972, the Manor was completed 
and a dedication and open house were 
held. 
During the ensuing years, Upland 
Manor has grown and has fulfilled a 
need first envisioned by Rev. Alvin C. 
Burkholder and several other members 
of the Upland congregation and under-
taken as a step of faith. Built for senior 
citizens, the Manor has been enlarged 
and remains filled to capacity. It is popu-
lar because it is conveniently located to 
churches, shopping areas and recrea-
tion. Residents enjoy the pleasant, safe 
surroundings and Christian fellowship 
while still maintaining their own indi-
vidual complete apartments. 
The first managers, Rev. and Mrs. 
Allan Heise were followed by Mr. and 
Mrs. Woodrow Wiles who are presently 
serving. As of December 1, 1982, Dr. 
and Mrs. Arthur M. Climenhaga will 
assume this position. 
It is hoped that those attending Gen-
eral Conference will take the time to visit 
Upland Manor and become acquainted 
with the facilities offered. 
Great Lakes Bible 
Conference Announced 
"The Church, God's Community of 
Wholeness—a Study in Ephesians" will 
be the theme of a Great Lakes Bible 
Conference, an inter-Mennonite and 
Brethren in Christ Bible conference to 
be held October 17-19, in Goshen, IN. 
Bible study will include exegesis, small 
group discussion and evening messages 
from Ephesians. 
The purpose of the conference is to 
provide an opportunity for the partici-
pating groups to study the Scriptures 
together and to share God's leading in 
their various conferences and fellow-
ships. Although directed toward pastors 
and congregational leaders, the confer-
ence will be open to other interested 
persons. 
The plan for such a Bible conference 
originated in the Council of Moderators 
and Secretaries (composed of three Men-
nonite groups and the Brethren in Christ) 
and was intended to be one North 
American Conference in Central Kan-
sas. However, plans have been revised 
and now call for 12 regional conferen-
ces, one in the Great Lakes Area. 
Allegheny Conference 
A Dedication Service was held on Sunday 
afternoon, May 30, for the Blue Mountain Mem-
orial Church, Newburg, Pa., with Rev. John 
Rosenberry bringing the message. Rev. and Mrs. 
William Holtry are the pastoral couple. • The 
Cedar Heights congregation reports holding spir-
itual renewal services on May 2-9, with Dr. Henry 
Ginder as the speaker. Cora Buckwalter was the 
speaker for the Mother-Daughter held on May 15. 
A special service was held recently by the Para-
mount Church when the congregation met to burn 
the mortgage note on the church building. Pic-
tured above are (from the left) Chet Sollenberger, 
Luke Horst (two of the original trustees); Elwood 
Teach, church treasurer; Elwood Burkholder, cur-
rent trustee; Jim Ernst, pastor; and Bishop Alvin 
Book who participated in the service. • The Pleas-
ant View congregation spent Memorial Day work-
ing on a new addition to their church building. The 
group is currently meeting in the basement while 
renovations are being made. 
On Sunday, May 16, Rev. and Mrs. Thomas A. 
Bouch were honored at a Farewell-Retirement 
Dinner by the Green Grove congregation for their 
37 years of service to the Brethren in Christ 
Church. Since 1945 Rev. Bouch has pastored 10 
churches in Pennsylvania and one in Virginia (sev-
eral of them mission churches), the most recent 
pastorate being Green Grove. Rev. and Mrs. 
Bouch, who are the parents of thfee daughters and 
a son, are residing in Greencastle, PA. 
Bishop Alvin Book installed Rev. and Mrs. 
William Baublitz as the pastoral couple for the 
Green Grove congregation on Sunday, June 6. A 
covered dish fellowship dinner was held following 
the morning service and a grocery shower was 
given Wednesday evening, June 9. 
Atlantic Conference 
The Cross Roads congregation began Wednes-
day Night Home Bible Study Fellowships for the 
summer months. The congregation was divided 
into geographic zones with a deacon leading each 
one. Once a month the entire group meets in the 
church together. • Sunday, May 23, was Missions 
Sunday for the Manheim congregation. Donald 
Zook shared in the adult Sunday school hour and 
morning worship service. In the evening, Charles 
and Cara Musser shared. 
The Manor congregation reports holding a 
baby dedication service recently for five babies. • 
Couples of the Manor congregation were encour-
aged to renew their wedding vows on Sunday 
morning, May 30. The pastor, Rev. John Haw-
baker spoke on "Building a Better Marriage." 
Traditional vows and wedding music were used 
for the service. 
A banquet was held for staff, children, and 
parents of the club ministry of the Mastersonville 
congregation. The children of the Mechanicsburg 
Children's Choir presented the musical, "Bullfrogs 
and Butterflies." 
Canadian Conference 
The Bertie congregation held a farewell service 
for their assistant pastoral family, the David Crox-
fords on Wednesday evening, May 12. • Bishop E. 
J. Swalm was the guest speaker for the 105th 
anniversary of the Heise Hill congregation on 
Sunday, June 6. The "Spirit of Brass" presented 
the evening program. 
A Missionary Conference was held by the 
Rosebank congregation on June 4-6. • An Instal-
lation Service was held on Sunday evening, May 
16 for Rev. David Croxford as the assistant pastor 
of the Wainfleet congregation. A fellowship was 
held for the Croxfords following the service. 
Bishop Harvey Sider shared in the service. 
Central Conference 
The Bethel Community congregation held a 
cake and ice cream social and an evening service to 
honor their graduates on Sunday, June 13. • 
Seven persons were received into the Fairview 
congregation on Sunday, May 30. 
"Priceless Perfume," a play about the Chicago 
Mission,was given by the Nappanee congregation 
on Sunday evening, May 30. The play was written 
by Ruth Freed, a member of the congregation. • 
Members of the Newton Senior Choir were guests 
of the Pleasant Hill congregation on Sunday 
morning, May 30, and presented a program of 
music. 
Midwest Conference 
The New Harvest congregation invited the 
Mountain View congregation to a recent Sunday 
evening service. • Charles Williams presented an 
evening of sacred music to a joint service of the 
Abilene, Rosebank and Zion congregations. A 
time of fellowship followed the service which was 
hosted by Rosebank. 
Pacific Conference 
The Ontario congregation has designated June 
27 as Membership Sunday. • All eleven musical 
organizations of the Upland congregation pre-
sented a Music Festival on Sunday evening, June 
6. 
10 Evangelical Visitor 
For The Record. . . Upswing predicted in refugee 
flow from Central America Births 
Bivens: Brooke Leigh, May 10; Don and 
Lynn Bivens, Skyline View congregation, Pa. 
Brightbill: Laura Ann, May 5; Sue and Kerry 
Brightbill, Skyline View congregation, Pa. 
Brubaker: Carl David, Jan. 5; Richard and 
Brenda Brubaker, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Carmichael: Jason Richard, Jan. 23; Richard 
and Barbara Carmichael, Fairland congregation, 
Pa. 
Ciampi: Justin Gene, May 22; Joe and Sharon 
Ciampi, Labish congregation, Or. 
Engle: Marianne Nicole, April 17; Philip and 
Cynthia Engle, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Graham: Jeremy Nicholas, April 19; Doug and 
Anna Marie Graham, Bridlewood congregation, 
Ont. The Grahams are in the Philippines. 
Hess: Austin Robert, April 30; James and Dina 
Hess, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Hess: Natalie Lynn, Dec. 8, 1981; Paul and 
Linda Hess, Fairland congregation, Pa. 
Huffer: Joshua David, May 11; Will and Karen 
Huffer, Ontario congregation, Ca. 
Kautz: Robert Jason, March 20; Earl and 
Nancy Kautz, Mastersonville congregation, Pa. 
Miller: Heather Marie, April 20; Brian and 
Lisa Miller, Clear Creek congregation, Pa. 
Myers: Derrick Alan, May 26; Ray and Wanda 
Myers, Montgomery congregation, Pa. 
Price: Christopher, June 7; Rev. Don and Faye 
Price, Leonard congregation, Mi. 
Reitz: Elizabeth Allison, May 14; Rev. John 
and Roberta Reitz, Skyline View congregation, 
Pa. 
Thomas: John Austin, May 6; John and San-
dra Thomas, Manor congregation, Pa. 
White: Kristen, May 8; Rob and Cindy White, 
Ontario congregation, Ca. 
Zercher: Andrew David, May 26; Marvin and 
Kathy Zercher, Grantham congregation, Pa. 
Weddings 
Beatte-Johnson: Arline Elizabeth Johnson, 
Lancaster, Pa., and Ellis Allen Beatte, New Provi-
dence, Pa., May 22, in the Manor Brethren in 
Christ Church with Rev. John B. Hawbaker 
officiating. 
Harbaugh-Helfrick: Carla, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. John Helfrick, and Brian, son of Mr. 
and Mrs. Daniel Harbaugh, May 22, in the Mont-
gomery Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. 
Lome Lichty officiating. 
Hess-Chilcoate: Jody Chilcoate and Barry 
Hess, both of Lebanon, Pa., April 10, in the Mid-
way Church of the Brethren with Rev. Earl 
Musser officiating. 
Ramos-Dengler: Lucinda Dengler, Lebanon, 
Pa., and Johnny Ramos, the Philippines, April 17, 
In terms of refugee resettlement in 
North America, Central America will be 
to the '80s what Indochina was to the 
late '70s, according to participants at the 
Inter-Mennonite Home Ministries Coun-
cil meeting, held earlier this year in Elk-
hart, Indiana. 
While immigration to Canada and 
the United States from Indochina ap-
pears to be dropping off, the flow of 
persons seeking a new life here from 
Central America is on the increase, de-
spite the fact that official immigrant 
1981 in the Philippines; repeated their vows in the 
Fairland Brethren in Christ Church April 17, 1982 
with Rev. Earl Musser officiating. 
Sands-Shapf: Jacquelyn Ann, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Dale W. Shapf, Conestoga, Pa., and G. 
Edward, son of Mr. and Mrs. William E. Sands 
Jr., Mountville, Pa., May 15, in the Manor 
Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John B. 
Hawbaker officiating. 
Scheel-Foell: Connie Jane, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Clifford Foell, Toronto, Ont., and 
David Allen, son of Mr. and Mrs. Wilfred Scheel, 
Scarborough, Ont., May 22, in the Emmanuel 
Lutheran Church with Rev. George Strack offici-
ating. 
Sechrist-Silar: Karen Sue, daughter of Mr. 
Charles Silar and Mrs. Loy Craley, and Kenneth 
Jr., son of Mr. and Mrs. Kenneth Sechrist, May 
22, in the Bittersville United Methodist Church 
with Rev. John Libert officiating. 
Smith-Burkholder: Dana Joy, daughter of Mr. 
and Mrs. Raymond W. Burkholder, and Mark 
Edward, son of Mr. and Mrs. Donald L. Smith, 
both of Washington Boro, Pa., May 1, in the 
Manor Brethren in Christ Church with Rev. John 
B. Hawbaker officiating. 
Obituaries 
Clark: Gerald W. Clark, Everett, Pa., born 
Sept. 9,1915, died May 22,1982. He is survived by 
his wife, Nellie V.; two sons: Ronald G. and Randy 
A.; two grandchildren; two brothers: W. Clair and 
Hubert; and a sister, Shirley Evans. The funeral 
service was conducted in the Clear Creek Brethren 
in Christ Church by Rev. Curtis E. Bryant. Inter-
ment was in the Everett Cemetery. 
Holsinger: Mrs. Mary E. Holsinger, Altoona, 
Pa., born Dec. 30, 1904, died May 5, 1982. She 
was the daughter of Adam and Nancy Jane (Eber-
sole) Kensinger. On June 28, 1928 she was married 
to Carl Shannon Holsinger who survives. She is 
also survived by three children: Mrs. RuthE. Hel-
sel, Joseph H., and John D.; five grandchildren; 
and eight brothers and sisters. She was a member 
of the Altoona Brethren in Christ Church where 
the funeral service was conducted by Rev. Steven 
quotas are being held at low levels. For 
immigrants, the gateway to Canada 
appears to be wider than that to the 
United States, especially for Salvado-
rans, Guatemalans and Cubans. 
In the US, total immigration for 1982 
has been set at 140,000, of which 100,000 
are to be Indochinese, 20,000 Russian 
(in actuality, most will be Russian Jews), 
3,000 Poles, Romanians and Ethiopi-
ans, and 5,000 from the Near East. Only 
two Salvadorans were given asylum in 
next page, please 
Mcllveen and Rev. John L. Rosenberry. Inter-
ment was in the Carson Valley Cemetery. 
Lauver: James H. Lauver, Mt. Joy, Pa., born 
June 13, 1927, died May 17, 1982. He is survived 
by his wife, Virgie; two daughters: Lucinda Eberle 
and Lucille Kopp; a son, David; a grandson; his 
mother, Mrs. Ruth Lauver; six brothers; and four 
sisters. He was a member of the Maytown Brethren 
in Christ Church where he served as a deacon. The 
funeral service was conducted by Rev. Greg Funk 
and Rev. Benjamin Thuma. Interment was in the 
Cross Roads Cemetery. 
Lebeck: Christena C. Lebeck, born Jan. 14, 
1902, died May 11, 1982. She was the daughter of 
Samuel and Anna Lebeck. She is survived by three 
sisters: Lenora Swope, Samanda White, and 
Mary Kreitzer. Rev. LeRoy Walters conducted 
the funeral service in the Messiah Village Chapel. 
Interment was in the Mechanicsburg Cemetery. 
Ritchey: Fred P. Ritchey, Breezewood, Pa., 
born March 12, 1921, died April 29, 1982. He was 
the son of Floyd and Ethel Ritchey. He was mar-
ried to Daisy Koontz Ritchey who survives. Also 
surviving are a daughter, Jane Wakeman; three 
grandchildren; a great-grandchild; a brother, 
Joseph; and a sister; Fay Lambert. The funeral 
service was conducted in the Clear Creek Brethren 
in Christ Church by Rev. Curtis Bryant. Interment 
was in the Everett Cemetery. 
Sherk: Oscar Sherk, born June 26, 1892, died 
May 17, 1982. He was preceded in death by his 
wife, Pearl, on April 13, 1982. He is survived by 
two daughters: Mrs. Ethel Sider and Mrs. Marjo-
rie Hyde; a son, Calvary; a brother, Earl; nine 
grandchildren; and 21 great-grandchildren. He 
accepted the Lord as a young boy and was a 
member of the Bertie Brethren in Christ Church 
where he was a Sunday school teacher. The fu-
neral service was conducted in the Bertie Brethren 
in Christ Church by Rev. Ross Nigh and Rev. 
David Croxford. Interment was in the adjoining 
cemetery. 
Thomas: Mrs. Gladys L. Thomas, born June 
16, 1895, died May 16, 1982. She was married to 
David R. Thomas who preceded her in death. She 
is survived by a daughter, Doris S. Yohn. The 
funeral service was conducted in the Messiah Vil-
lage Chapel by Rev. Leroy Walters. Interment was 
in the Cross Roads Cemetery. 
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CHRISTIAN EDUCATION 
Keeping the Foundation Series 
for Children 
on track for the 80's 
1981, while 6,000 were deported to their 
native country to almost certain death. 
Meeting participants heard reports 
which indicated that, once in the United 
States, immigrants settle most heavily in 
southern and western states such as 
Texas, Florida, California, Washington 
and Oregon. Pennsylvania and Illinois 
also at tract large numbers of new 
Americans. 
"It will be important for each denom-
inational group to keep these settlement 
patterns, as well as national origins, in 
mind when church planting programs 
are being considered," said Stan Bohn, 
council secretary. 
Council members heard a number of 
reports and papers on the immigration 
question and the churches' response, 
including "Reaching Chinese in North 
America" by David Chiu, "Chilean Immi-
grants in Alberta" by Nancy Hostetler, 
"Laotian Refugees at Slate Hill" by 
Lena Brown, "Relations with Haitian 
Churches" by James Sauder, "The So-
cial Needs of Haitians in Miami" by 
Dan Schrock and "Ministry to People in 
Resettlement" by Paul H. Martin. 
Leadership is still the main problem 
facing refugee groups and the churches 
which assist them. Council members 
discussed questions such as: How long 
does one encourage the segregation of 
the new church from others beyond 
their group? How long should a refugee 
church be dependent on outside sup-
port? How Anabaptist should they be? 
How does one deal with ulterior motives 
when members request baptisms, want-
ing only to be accepted and accommo-
date the wishes of their sponsors? 
"In short, we dealt with many of the 
same agenda items that overseas mis-
sion boards deal with in their foreign 
work, only our struggles are right here in 
North America," Bohn said. Besides the 
leadership question, meeting partici-
pants also dealt with their domestic mis-
sion strategies and salary schedules for 
workers. 
The Inter-Mennonite Home Minis-
tries Council is composed of several 
Mennonite conferences, the Brethren in 
Christ Church, and MCC. Ray Horst of 
the Mennonite Church chairs the coun-
cil, while Arlene Miller, Secretary of 
Home Ministries for Brethren in Christ 
Missions, is vice chairperson. 
GCMC News Service, Larry Cornies 
A team of editors and writers met 
earlier this year at the Church of the 
Brethren headquarters, Elgin, Illinois, 
to plan ways to keep The Foundation 
Series for Children on track for the 
second half of the decade of the 80's. 
Released in 1977, The Foundation 
Series has effectively served the congre-
gations of the Brethren in Christ, Church 
of the Brethren, General Conference 
Mennonite, and Mennonite churches. 
In addition, selected levels or quarters 
have been used by congregations of the 
Mennonite Brethren and Friends, and 
for one year on the military installations 
of the Armed Forces. 
Since the series was released Sunday 
school teachers. Christian education 
leaders, and superintendents have been 
in touch—through written evaluations 
via the teacher's guides—with editors 
and publishers regarding the usefulness 
of the series in their congregations. 
These evaluations and personal contacts 
have helped the publishers to identify 
the specific points of difficulty expe-
rienced by teachers with children. In 
response, some modifications on a quar-
ter by quarter basis were made. 
Broadly speaking, the response to the 
series has reaffirmed the strong biblical 
basis upon which the outlines were built. 
Though the materials are a bit difficult 
in spots, children and teachers are be-
coming acquainted with the complete 
story of God's people from Genesis to 
Revelation. This story is repeated sev-
eral times through the years f rom 
Nursery through Grade 8. 
Frustrations experienced by teachers 
and children appear to reside in three 
areas. First, educationally the series 
suggests and seems to assume teaching/ 
learning methods with which many 
teachers are not at ease. Thus efforts will 
be made to make the teacher's guides 
The Foundation Series for Children writers and editors—Front row (I to r): Mary 
Ebersole, Rosella Regier, and Mary Rempel; middle row: June Miller, Vel Shearer, 
Phyllis Martens, Linea Geiser, Edna Dyck, and Marjorie Waybill; back row: Glen Pierce 
and James Horsch. 
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and student resources simpler to use. 
Second, the series assumes that teachers 
and children will be together for at least 
one hour of study but congregations 
allow, on the average, only 45 minutes 
for their Sunday school program. Thus 
teachers are in a bind with having more 
materials and suggestions than they can 
use in the time allotted to them. Efforts 
will be made to identify the central activ-
ities that need to be included to carry out 
the objectives so teachers will be able to 
plan a complete study within the time 
provided to them. Third, congregations 
experience a rapid turnover in their 
teaching staff. Thus a teaching staff with 
depth is difficult to find to carry forward 
a solid educational program. This is a 
problem about which Christian educa-
tion leaders, publishers, and editors can 
do little. It rests with the congregation to 
resolve. 
With these observations in mind, the 
editors and writers will be working to 
make the series more effective in con-
gregations. By August 1 writers will 
have examined the quarters and will 
have suggested ways to improve the ser-
ies. After editorial review and consulta-
tion, the writers will incorporate those 
changes that seem most useful and help-
ful. It is planned that beginning in Sep-
tember 1984 the curriculum will reflect 
these changes. It should be noted that 
the Nursery course, just released in 1980, 
will not be revised. Also that the Pre-
school quarters will not reflect changes 
until September of 1985. 
Writers participating in this project 
include Vel Shearer, from Wilkes Barre, 
Pennsylvania, who will work with the 
Preschool level; Mary Rempel, Hess-
ton, Kansas, the Kindergarten level; 
Rosella Regier, Newton, Kansas, Grades 
1 and 2; Phyllis Martens, Richmond, 
Virginia, Grades 3 and 4; Linea Geiser, 
Goshen, Indiana, Grades 5 and 6; and 
Mary Ebersole, Akron, Pennsylvania, 
Grades 7 and 8. 
Editors working with the writers in-
clude Edna Dyck, Newton, Kansas, 
Commission on Education of the Gen-
eral Conference Mennonite Church; 
Glen Pierce, Nappanee, Indiana from 
the Brethren in Christ Church; and Mar-
jorie Waybill, Scottdale, Pennsylvania, 
from the Mennonite Church. June 
Miller, Elgin, Illinois, of the Church of 
the Brethren relates to the editors in 
representing the concerns of the Breth-
ren. James Horsch, Managing Editor at 
the time of this meeting, has resigned 
and expects to conclude his assignment 
with The Foundation Series as soon as a 
successor can be named. • 
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Announcing... 
Resource Lab on 
Marriage and Sexuality 
• recognizing the urgency of answering questions relating to sexuality, 
sex education, singleness, dating, marriage and family, divorce and 
remarriage 
• focused on enriching the quality of family life, offering help for troubled 
families, and ministering to the needs of singles 
• designed for congregational use through the church library and for 
specialized needs such as Sunday schools, small groups, Bible studies, 
retreats 
• twenty-five titles, including Charles Swindoll, Strike the Original Match 
(candidly presenting practical guidelines for rekindling the flame of 
affection in marriage); James Dobson, Hide or Seek (building self-
esteem in children); Elva McAllaster, Free to be Single (helping both the 
single and those wanting to minister to singles); Jim Conway, Men in 
Mid-Life Crisis (understanding the natural process of aging and its effect 
on the marriage relationship) 
This collection of resource materials was sponsored by the Board of Chris-
tian Education and compiled by a task force headed by J. Andrew Stoner, 
associate pastor of the Perkiomen Valley (Pa.) congregation and a marriage 
and family life counselor. 
Retail value of the 25 books and tapes is $126.80. The resource lab is 
available for only $99.00 at General Conference, or by ordering by mail from 
Christian Light Bookstore, P.O. Box 189, Nappanee, IN 46550. 
Readers Respond 
On freeing persons 
for service 
I was anxiously awaiting (and have 
just now received) the General Confer-
ence Agenda to get a first look at the 
bylaws proposals. I am aware that the 
wording of bylaws is of far greater 
importance than meets the eye at first 
glance. 
We have been saying for a decade that 
our growing church must release the 
energies of our people for witness and 
ministry in the world. The way in which 
we do that is very important. I note from 
the proposed bylaws that there are three 
boards to which this task is assigned: 
Board for Brotherhood Concerns (Duty 
E) ". . . to facilitate service by persons 
. . . " ; Board for Evangelism and Church 
Planting (Duty D) ". . . implement a 
strategy of outreach to peoples of all 
cultures in North America"; Board for 
World Mission (Duty B)" . . . to provide 
for recruitment, counselling, orientation 
and assignment of personnel." 
It is a crucial task to identify, train, 
send and support our people for effec-
tive ministry beyond our home congre-
gations. People from all across the 
broad spectrum of our constituency are 
looking for opportunities to become 
significantly involved in the mission of 
the church out there in the world. Does 
this proposal mean that the opportuni-
ties for service are being tripled? Does it 
mean that each of the boards will pro-
vide competent personnel counsellors so 
that a searching applicant can have 
three sympathetic hearings? How can 
we avoid competition between the 
boards for persons with apparent spe-
cial gifts? 
At the time General Conference creat-
ed the office of Personnel Secretary 
(1970-71) I heard positive grass roots 
response to the idea because they 
thought the new office would fill the 
long-felt need of providing help for per-
sons interested in service in the church. 
Their hopes were not realized since the 
job description given that office did not 
deal with this need. Do the proposed 
three new boards have clear instruction 
to meet this need? Will they work in 
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"My Kingdom is 
It is common among American evan-
gelicals to pray, thanking God for a 
country where they have freedom to 
worship. Often this statement is coupled 
with the clause, "because so many 
throughout the world do not enjoy this 
privilege." From their perspective, wor-
shipping God is equated with the right 
to hop in a car and drive a few miles to a 
comfortable setting where one can ex-
pect no distraction except the occasional 
cry of a baby. Many countries do not 
have these freedoms. 
Although not stated aloud in these 
prayers, it is often inferred that this free-
dom of worship is a prize worth protect-
ing. American Christians claim that 
their true security comes from God, but 
it seems obvious what sort of "protec-
tion" they depend on to keep their free-
doms. In the history of Christianity, no 
other period or nation has been blessed 
with such a proliferation of workers, 
literature and institutions aimed at spread-
ing Christian ideals. The media is filled 
with the messages of evangelists who 
promise that God wants to do wonder-
ful things throughout America. 
America is still reverberating from the 
effects of a Presidential election in which 
both major candidates claimed to have 
experienced a "born-again" faith. Never 
before have religious leaders, loudly 
proclaiming to be following Jesus, had 
such powerful influence on the future of 
the United States and the election of the 
not of this world" 
Presidents. They supported the candi-
dates of their choice, striving towards an 
America that is "Number One" in the 
world economically and militarily. Eco-
nomic superiority assures a high stand-
ard of living for Americans; military 
superiority provides insurance against 
take-over by a godless totalitarian 
regime. 
I read with interest the article in the 
December 25 Visitor, " 'Iron Curtain' 
Service." The members of the Cedar 
Grove Brethren in Christ church had a 
special service, pretending that the com-
munists had taken over the United 
States. They had to meet secretly, with-
out Bibles, some of them bound with 
ropes. The article does not state how the 
people felt about this experience, but I 
will suggest two possible responses to 
this kind of situation. One is that even 
when under persecution, we can still 
continue to worship God and grow in 
faith. Another response is that this situa-
tion must never be forced upon America 
and we must do all we can to prevent its 
ever happening. I believe that the only 
acceptable Christian response is the 
former. 
When Jesus was speaking with the 
woman at the well, she wondered why 
"our fathers worshipped in this moun-
tain; and you say that Jerusalem is the 
place where men ought to worship." 
Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe me, 
the hour is coming when neither on this 
mountain nor in Jerusalem will you 
worship the Father . . . the hour is com-
ing, and now is, when the true wor-
shippers will worship the Father in spirit 
and truth, for such the Father seeks to 
worship him. God is spirit, and those 
who worship him must worship in spirit 
and in truth" (John 4:20-24). 
Christ was lifting the veil on the truth 
about God. No longer would access to 
God be through a theocracy. When 
Peter was praying on the housetop and 
experienced a vision of a great sheet 
covering the four corners of the earth, 
God was clearly showing that all of 
human creation is equal and that every 
person can have access to him. 
Some people have developed the mis-
taken notion that God's work will not go 
on if America should be toppled. Minis-
ters are crying out from their pulpits that 
for the sake of the gospel, America must 
continue to exist. Surely we cannot 
really believe that we are God's favorite 
people. There are Christians in every 
nation of the world who are light in the 
midst of darkness. The life that we enjoy 
in western civilization is only a few 
grains of sand in the hourglass of time. 
All civilizations rise and fall and ours 
will be no exception, but nothing can 
separate us from the love of God in 
Jesus Christ. 
On Sunday mornings we sing inspir-
ing hymns like "A Mighty Fortress Is 
Our God": "The body they may kill, 
God's truth abideth still. His kingdom is 
forever." We sing these songs, and read 
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competition for personnel? At what 
cost? 
Wilmer Heisey 
Mount Joy, PA 
Can't pass the 
Visitor on 
I know I am late sending the $7.00 for 
my renewal of the Visitor but, because 
of financial circumstances, I just haven't 
been able to get it done. And I have a lot 
of them on hand, because of the pictures 
of the way the women dress, and short 
hair, earrings, no coverings. 
God, through his Holy Spirit, led me 
into this plain way and modest way of 
dress. God never changes, he does his 
work perfect. Praise his Holy Name. 
A sister in Kentucky 
UE DIALOGUE DIALOGUE 
God's word, but we still become fright-
ened when we hear that the Soviets have 
developed a new sophisticated weapon. 
The cry goes forth: "create for us an even 
bigger and better one." We serve the 
nuclear idol. Our savior is becoming the 
acrostic ICBM. Instead of taking an 
aspirin for the headache (eliminating the 
threat of nuclear war), we would rather 
face the guillotine (risk total annihila-
tion). Whatever happened to loving 
your enemies? 
It is time that we as a church renounce 
nuclear weapons. I do not expect that all 
Christians will reject the whole defense 
system as inherently evil, but nuclear 
weapons with their complete devasta-
tion should call us to face the facts. They 
demand a response. How did Jesus 
respond when someone tried to defend 
him? He said, "My kingdom is not of 
this world; if my kingdom were of this 
world, my servants would fight that I 
might not be handed over to the Jews; 
but my kingdom is not of this world" 
(John 18:36). He refused the defense of a 
single sword; how can we think he 
would approve of the power and ulti-
mate horror of nuclear weapons? We 
must speak to the issues that face us 
today. And when we come before the 
judgment seat of God, what will he 
decide about our responses? 
—Dan Deyhle 
Dan and Karen Deyhle with their two 
sons are serving in Japan under assignment 
of Brethren in Christ Missions. 
EDITORIAL 
Fostering community 
A group of Mennonite editors and one Brethren in Christ editor (guess who) 
sat around the restaurant table, getting to know each other better. One editor 
commented, "A professor at my alma mater (a secular school of journalism) 
recently said that the ultimate goal of human communications is not that of 
informing, nor that of persuading, but that of building community." We agreed 
that if this be true of secular journalism, how much more it should characterize 
our denominational papers. 
Journalism building community. Christian journalism building the com-
munity of faith. I remembered that comment as I read again the purpose for the 
Visitor as set forth 95 years ago by editor Henry Davidson in the very first 
issue—August 1, 1887: "Devoted to the spread of evangelical truths and the 
unity of the church." 
Early editors of the Visitor faced the challenge of helping to unite a small, 
geographically scattered people wrestling with a number of new ideas: evange-
lism, overseas missions, higher education, sanctification. History has shown 
that the Visitor played a key role in helping to maintain a sense of cohesiveness 
and community in those decades of rapid change within the church. 
Today, we are still geographically scattered and relatively small. Moreover, 
many of the cultural and ethnic ties which helped former generations of 
Brethren in Christ feel a common identity have disappeared as we have become 
urbanized and as our evangelism and church planting efforts have borne fruit. 
Yet the church faces major issues requiring thoughtful discussion. There are 
forces which would tend toward fragmentation and isolation. It remains a real 
challenge to produce a church paper which will serve effectively this diverse, 
scattered and growing community of faith, the Brethren in Christ. But that 
remains our task, and that is our goal. 
If you are a new reader of the Visitor, receiving this special "Conference 
Sermon" issue, we invite you to join the family of Visitor readers (and writers!) 
in the task of spreading evangelical truths and building a sense of unity in the 
church through the ministry of the Evangelical Visitor. (Or, in other words, we 
will be happy to receive your subscription. See page 2 for more information.) 
Fostering community. The other day I came across a letter to the editor from 
a person not in favor of printing a new hymnal. She wrote in part, "My feeling is 
to print more of the good old books we have, and let well enough alone and save 
labor and expense." A comment on the work of the present hymnal committee? 
No, indeed, that was a letter published in a 1908 Visitor and quoted in Quest for 
Piety and Obedience. 
Since our first hymnal was published in 1862, the Brethren in Christ have 
printed five different hymnals. I suspect each one met with some degree of 
criticism, perhaps some of it quite justified. But the brotherhood, in each 
instance, decided that the music needs of the day required a new hymnal, or a 
revision of the old one. 
Realizing that the new hymnal will serve the brotherhood every week for the 
next 15-20 years helps to put into perspective the $100,000 needed in develop-
ment funds. Moreover, as Emerson Frey, member of the hymnal committee, 
noted in a recent letter, this $ 100,000 really is an investment. Proceeds from the 
sale of the new hymnal will be returned to the Hymnal Fund, which will then be 
available for future hymnal needs. 
Emerson concluded his letter, "Hymnals do wear out, new churches are 
planted, and changing needs make it necessary to provide new hymns for our 
church. Both the Visitor and the hymnal are unifying forces in the life of the 
Brethren in Christ. With so many divisive forces, we need both of these." I 
concur. G 
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For a change of pace 
A Summer Quiz 
YES, summer's begun! Kids are 
home, school events are finished, church 
functions slim down, and sometimes 
even Sunday school and other groups 
self-destruct. And two weeks of vaca-
tion don't make a summer. So, how to 
spend your time? Reading? Watching 
television? Before you decide, try this 
short quiz: 
1. What is "red stew"? 
(a) Eric the Red's cuisine on his way 
to America 
(b) Communist propaganda 
(c) Esau's mess of pottage 
(d) Killian's Red 
2. Who said, "Fair weather comes out 
of the north"? 
(a) Columbus on his way to America 
(b) The Falkland Islanders 
(c) Elihu to Job in his misery 
(d) The evening newscast weather-
man 
3. Who said, "Praise the Lord and 
forget not all his benefits"? 
(a) William Penn at the first Thanks-
giving 
(b) John Wesley 
(c) King David 
(d) PTL Club 
4. Who said, "Don't give the devil that 
sort of a foothold"? 
(a) Martin Luther when he threw an 
inkwell at the devil 
(b) C. S. Lewis in The Screwtape 
Letters 
(c) The Apostle Paul 
(d) The emcee on "Jokers Wild" 
when contestants try to beat the 
devil 
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5. Who said, "You will hear of wars and 
rumors of wars"? 
(a) France's Napoleon Bonaparte 
(b) Britain's Margaret Thatcher 
(c) Jesus to his disciples 
(d) Dan Rather on the CBS News 
6. Who said, "I have seen a woman; 
now get her for me. She's the right one 
for me"? 
(a) Bluebeard in the folktale by the 
same name 
(b) Prince Charles to Queen Eliza-
beth 
(c) Samson to his parents 
(d) J. R. Ewing in "Dallas" 
7. Who nailed the enemy to the ground 
with a tent spike and a hammerblow? 
(a) Homer's Odysseus 
(b) A rebel soldier in El Salvador 
last winter 
(c) Jael, wife of the Kenite 
(d) Dorothy's friends in "The Wizard 
of Oz" when they spiked the 
wicked witch 
8. Who said that the guy on top "de-
mands gifts, the judge accepts bribes, the 
powerful dictate what they desire"? 
(a) Plato 
(b) Reg Toews at a Mennonite Cen-
tral Committee meeting 
(c) Prophet Micah 
(d) Jerry Falwell 
9. Who doubted seriously that his army 
included mighty and strong men eager 
for war? 
(a) Robin Hood 
(b) Abraham Lincoln 
(c) Prophet Jeremiah 
(d) Dr. Hawkeye Pierce in 
"M*A*S*H" 
10. Who said "The husband should ful-
fill his marital duty to his wife and like-
wise the wife to the husband"? 
(a) John Milton on "Marriage" 
(b) Marabel Morgan in The Total 
Woman 
(c) Apostle Paul to the Corinthians 
(d) Phil Donahue on the "Phi l 
Donahue Show" 
11. Who said, "Should I give up wine, 
which cheers both gods and men"? 
(a) Socrates before his death 
(b) Ronald Reagan at his inaugura-
tion 
(c) The vine in a biblical parable 
(d) Johnny Carson, in his mono-
logue 
12. Who said, "How beautiful you are, 
my darling. Oh, how beautiful. Your 
eyes are doves"? 
(a) The prince to Snow White on 
awakening her from her deep 
sleep 
(b) Romeo to Juliet 
(c) Solomon to his lover 
(d) Roman to Marlena in the soap, 
"Days of Our Lives" 
To know what your prize is, tally the 
number of answers in each category. If 
you answered three or more in category 
(d), you prize is a sledgehammer to 
smash your television set. Three or more 
answers in category (a) award you a 
library card for the summer. Pick it up 
tomorrow. Three or more answers in 
category (b) means your newspaper sub-
scription will automatically stop to-
morrow, and you'll receive an invitation 
to begin attending Sunday school. 
Twelve (c) answers make you eligible 
to teach Sunday school at once. 
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